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ABSTRACT 

This report describes results of contingency- table 
analyses conducted on four types of black families. Eight families 
fr^ a sai^le of 30 families who had been filmed on four occasions 
during evening SMals are discussed as case studies. Two families 
chosen from each cell of a 2 x 2 factorial design consisting of 
family structure (one versus two parents) by grandmother's domicile 
(living with versus living away from the family) were coded to 
indicate the frequency family nwmbers spoke to one another. These 
frequencies were used to compute conditional probabilities 
representing the likelihood of a particular family member's 
interaction. The most significant findings were (1) a hwiogeneo'is 
interaction pattern in which the child(ren) and the adult (s) had an 
equal opportunity to converse with one another; (2) a dyadic 
asyametric interaction pattern in which adults talked more frequently 
to one another than to the child(ren); and (3) a focal as^iBmetric 
interaction pattern in which a single adult or an only child spoke 
first and second more often than did other family mei^rs. It was 
suggested that, overall, the functional relationships of adult-child 
interaction patterns in black families have several implications for 
the socialization of black children. While the generality of these 
results are limited due to the nature of the case study approach, 
they do suggest important hypotheses for further research. 
(Author/RB) 
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Froaentod at a flgrapeaiuB during tha Biannlal Coffraatlon of tlit Soolaty 
for Rasearob in Child Savaloiaant, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, April 1985. Tbia 
study ma aupportad by a 9*ant fron tha HaUoaal Sciam Foundation 
CD PRW-8210411. For oorr«a;«ndenoa writa to Malyin «. Vllaon, Dapartaant of 
Pigrcboloor, Gilaar Ball, DnlTaraitF of Virsinla, Chariot taarU la, TirgiMa 
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AdalUChild ZntartotlOD HtUras - 2 
Am Aaalysis of Adult-Child latmotioD PstUrns 
in ThrM-OMtraUml BlMk FwillM^ 

Tb« rMuIU of oonUi^MMj tmVlm mljmB oo four types of Uaok failles 
are ireaented. Bigbt fwilies ft-CH a oorrent anple of 30 fiailiee vbe have 
been filaed at ftMS* different evenlBs neala are disonsaed aa ease studiea. 
IVo fniliea oiieaeo froa eaoh eell a 2 x 2 faotorial deaign ooosiatlBg of 
f«ll7 atrnetare (one tra. tvo pareata) by grattdtetb«**a denloUe (liviag vitta 
ve. llTing aaay fren tbe fanily aait) iiere eeded for tlie fraquenoy miioh 
fnlly aenbera apoke to ea^ other. Tbeaa frequeaciea were iiaed to oonpnte 
ooBditlonl probabUiUea vhieb repreaant the likelihood of a partlotaar 
fnily aanbar ioteraoting. The aoat atgnif leant fiadinga were (1) a 
hflnogsneoaa interaetioa pattern in which the ohild(ren) and adult(a} had an 
equal opportunity to oosrerae with «ie another; (2) a dyadic aayvetrie 
interaotion pattern in which ^ulta talked n^e frequently to each other than 
to the tftildCren); and (3) a fboal aqrMetrio interaotion pattern in whieh a 
aingle adult or an «ily child apoke firat and acoond aore often than the other 
fMily Msbera. Overall, the fonoUonal relatioaahipa of adult-child 
interaction patteraa in hlaok fwiliea hare aeveral iaplicationa for the 
aodalizaUon of blaek ^Idren. Vhile the gei»ralit7 of these reaults are 
llBited due to natire of a oaae study* it doss suggtat iaporUnt hypotheses 
which will be inveatigated in the lirger study. 
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SeMBtly, tb« «pb«8is in blaolt tmilf rcM«r^ Ims olitiie»d froa Ui« 
lapaet of ptrtatal abMOM i» ehlltf dtvcloFBant to tlio lapaot of ttao klo-lMlp 
Mtvork en ofiild doroIopBOUt (Balo» 1982; ItoAdeo, I960; Kollaa, BnflBine«r» * 
Turoor, 1977f 1980; Vllm, 1984). Ttds obaagt wt only roproatats o ahlft 
froa a aoDMntratlon oa drafuaotlooality/potbology of Uook fnilios to a 
fooua oa atrMgtli/raaillmgr of Uaok falllaa (AlXaa, ISTS; Martin A Martia, 
1978}* but alao it rapraaaata a ooatrltiitleo to our nadarataadiBg of ttaa 
poaltlva iafluaaoa of mipp»% aatworka oa blaok faailioa (IteAdoe, 1978, 1980; 
Vilaon, 1984). 

SiagXa paraat faalSj tiaita bava b—n a parsiatant ptaaiMBei»a la tlia black 
ecBBunlty. Paat aad praaaat tfasograpliioal raporta hava ladleatad tbat black 
fMiliaa bava ooaalataatly bad tba blgbaat iaddaaeaa of alagla paraat faaily 
uBlta in tba Ualtad Stataa. Curraatly, tba inolteaoaa of alagla paraat 
faniliaa ara 30$ of whlta famlllaa, 33$ of noi»-vbita etfanlo faalllaa, aad H0% 
of black fmlllea. Tbaaa blgb rataa raflaot botb tba ralativa aad genaral 
ooBcarn wblob ttaia faaHial ooapoaltioa aad atruotura could bave oa ttaa 
davalopaaat of Aaaricaa otaHdran. 

A pbaaaaaaon vblob la Jiuetapoaad to tba bigh laddaace of slngla parent 
faalliaa iavolToa tba rallaooa of blaok faalllaa oa tbalr axtaadad faaily for 
oblld oara aaaiatanoa (NoA^» 1978; Vil8oo» 1984). Baaaarcb baa abcwn that 
for tba black alagla paraat faallj, graadparaata, imelaa and auata, albllrgs, 
ooualna and avaa flotlva kin of tan ^anra aa wiriH^ta paranta in tba raering 
of young oblldrac (Martin A Martin, 1978; NoA^o, 1978; VUaoa, 1984). 
Savaral atudlaa ladloatad tbat aingla paraat familiaa vara aora inrolvad in an 
axtanted faaily aatwork tban dnal paraat faalliaa (Collatta, 1981; l^anahan, 
Vadaaagrar, A Adalbarg, 1981; Vllaoa, 1984). CollatU (198I) indicated that 
tba axUaM faailj aatwork waa rallad upoa aora fraquaatly for aodal aupport 
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Adult«>CMXd ZnttrsetloD FttUrss - 4 
and obUdem in aiogl* parvnts than dual paranta. Vilaoa ^^9B»^) found tbat 
fraatetkara vara paraaivad as aappertlng and anoovraglBg chlldx^aB, aKpaetiag 
olilXd oaapataBoa, aatUi« ai^ raiaforoiag MavloraX llaitaf and raatrloUng 
^Id tebnrloF to graatar dagraaa vhan aba livad witb liar aln^a dauglstar tban 
vban iha Xivad is tba eamuolty. 

Kalln and liia aaaoolataa (lallaa, SaaalBgar, I Turnar, 1977; KaXlao, 
Adaaa, Brown, ft Baaalngar, 1962) hara fluggiatad tbat ona iaportant 
contribution of ttiaaa fmilial and friaadaiiip oatworks ia ttaair iapaot on tlia 
aotbar>a faalinga of alooanaaa. Sooial natw«*ka raduoa tliaaa faalings of 
alonaotaa tor (a) providing tha aotbar ai^ obildran with altamatiTa aoiroaa of 
intiaaoy and aaotlonal aupport (Kalln, Bnniagar, & Turnar, 1977; Mtf-anban, 
Wadaaayar, ft AMbarg, 1980); (b) asaisting tha sotbar in tba prorisloa of 
parantal taaka (Kalian, Adaaa, Brown, ft Bnaainger, 1962; Nd-anaban, Vadancyar, 
ft Adalbarg, I960; Vilaon, 1964); and (e) asaiating tba aotbar in setting and 
aupporting Xlaita plaoad en tba obiXd(ran). 

Movaovar, tba ability to aaintain and uaa faaillal and r ^andabip aupport 
in aocoBpliabing parantal taaka ia not bald tgr all aingle blaok aotbara 
(XallM, Bnaaingar, ft Turnar, 1977; Xalln, Adaaa, Brown, ft Enaaingar, 1962; 
Vilaon, 1964). Aa witb aoat abilitiaa and attitudaa, variations dc exiat. Zn 
a longitudinal atu^, Kallaa, Adaaa, Brown, ai^ Bnaaingar (1982) found that 
Botbara wbo wara adolaaoanta at tba birtb of tbair firat child were sore 
likely to live aa a aingla parent than aotbara wbo were older at the birth of 
tbair firat cbild. KellaB and bia aaaoeiaU (1962) suggested that the 
Botbera* ability to uaa faailial natworka was related to an arrested aocial 
davelopaaat wbioh ooineided witb tbe birth of tbeir first child. Theae 
findings auggaat the poaaibility of olinical interventions which assist aingle 
paranta in davaloplng and/or aaiataining aocial aupport oetworka. 



M«lt-aaid ZBt«raetlo& Patteras - 5 
Mast or th« studiM on AogLm Bottoar'a apolaX support Mtvork taavo roliod 
OB popor and paaoU MaaorM to aaaaaa ia?elT«ant io attaerka. Tba7 teTO 
foeaaad on tha ooBtritatloa of aoolal aappmrt (Kallaa, Rwlngar, i Taraar, 
1977; talUa, Adaaa, Brova, « Baailagar, 1982). oa tha aatura of tha aapport 
aatvork (NoAdeo, 1980; MoLaaabaa, Vateayar, & Adalbarg, 19M), oa tha iapaet 
oa tha laral of rtraaa a^arlaaead tgr tha aothar (HoAdoo, 1980; Mcl.aaahaa« 
VadwioraF, A Adalhargi 1980), m tha fraqaaaoiaa of eeaUot (Halo, 1982), aad 
oa tha daaa&ty of tha aitaa*k (M^aaahaa, Vadam^ar, A Adalterg, 1980). 

la ooatraat to thaaa papar aad panoll atudiaa, Fittaraon (1979), aalag 
aoolal Intaraotloa aathodologr, ahowad that alngla aothars reapendad to 
aagativa affoot aad bahavlera worm oftoa than thqr raapoadad to poaitlva. 
Fattaraon (1979) haa Idaaclfiad a mabar of oigatlva oootlnsenolaa whioh 
aooeunt for hew aa aggresalvo ohUd laaroa aad aalataina aal adaptive 
bahavlora. Spadfloallj, ha ohartad tha oogaUva ralaforoeaeot ooatlagaaoloB 
vlthlo tha faalllao with davlaat ohUdran aad oenparad thosa oontlngaaolaa to 
ftBlllaa with Boraal ^illdran. Fattaraon* a data auggtatad tha peaalblllty 
that a wide range of ooarolva ehUd bahavlo* was uodar tha oontr' ; of a 
jaaalagly lonoououa av«>alva avoat aucb aa a ■dlaap|»*oval", a "taaaa", or a 
■whlao". la faot, It appeared that thaae aothara Igaorad poaitlva affeot aad 
behavior thua provldlag a aagativa oootlnganoy within thair faaUy 
Intaraotloaal dynaalea (Pattaraoaf 1979). 

Hh.'^a tha affoot of albllnga on faally interaction patterna have not been 
atudlad par aa, aavaral atudiaa have oonaldarad the lapact of albllnga on 
ehlld devalopaaat (Dunn, 1983; Lytton, 1984; Saa^lller, 1980). It appeara 
that OhUdran' a lapaot oa aaoh other la greatly Influaaoed thalr mabar In 
tha faally houaabold. Dunn (1980) found that youagar ohlldren are attaefaad to 
ai^ Bodel tha baharlor of older ohUdran. SoagsUlar (1980) found a aaln 
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Atfolt-Oiild ZaUraotlo& FkiUrBs - 6 
•ffMt Of ^OXd SBd K of sibliBg OB littliBS liitoraotloB. Vhllo it 18 eloor 
tbot MbllBgo offoot otoii othoTf tho lapoet of olUiogs on odiat-child 
iBtoractlOBo aoods Saroaticitloii. 

This otttdF roproMBts o oiat studr aBalysls of ttao lapoet of fniiy 
•truotiro BBd 0i»mBteotiior*s roaldoBoo oa odult-ehild aad ohild-e^d 
IntorooUoB pBttorns. SpooifioBlly, olfiht fttllloa roprostatlfis four typos of 
hlaok faallloo oooordi^ to a faotoral doalga basod ob faaUy atriMtaro and 
9*aB(teottaor* a doaloUo vera aaalyzod aa oaaa atudlea. Aaawlng that Uia 
iBtaraetloBa withla a fnily aro fuaotiooally ralatad to mck t/tbT, thia 
atudsr ooaaldorod tha affoet tbat tha Biabor of adu3 s anl tiilldran iroaaat in 
tbo faally had ob ttao adult-ohUd latoraotioBa and on tbo ordor of 
oon?ar8Btlo&. QoBorallyf It vaa axpootad that doolnanoo in tho faaUy 
intaraotioB vould ba a funotloa of tho ntabara of adulta ami oiilldran la tlio 
liottaolMXd. Zb Bultlptla ^ulta and diildron bousetaold* adulta will Intaraot 
ylth aaeh etbor aora oftaa than with ehUdraB, vfaila obildron will intaraot 
with adulta aora of ton than vith oaoh othar. Sinea tba ispaot of othar typaa 
of houaahold ooapoattiMi on faaily intaraetion is not oImt, bo othar a friori 
intaraetioB pattaraa wara poatulatad. Tha buII Iqrpothaaia is that faally 
iBtaraetiona fit a bcaecanaoua pattarn in vhieh adulta aad ofaildraa bava aqual 
opportuBity to intaraot. Tin tara "Sultipla adults" ia uaad to dssoriha 
fmily uBita that ooaalatad of althar dual paranta with or without tha 
gran<feiothar praaant or a aingla parant with tha grandaothar praaant. 

9m^A^Anmn¥.m. tim aight hl&ok fMilioa uBod in thia prosantation wara 
Gboaan froa a ourraat Mapla of S6 hlaok faailiaa who hava ooaplatad thair 
partieipatlon in tha atudsr. Vban tha atudF ia ooapletad, 60 hlaok faailiaa 
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Mttlt-CfeUd ZaUraotiOB Patteraa • 7 
Hill have ptrUolptUd with 15 fnUlM in ctofa Mil of th« 2 z 2 faeta*lal 

Th« fSBlllM v«r« rtoritit«d la a rural aoutbam tmlvaralty ooMunlty of 
90,000 paopla to fit into a 2 x 2 faotorlal tfaalgn of faally atnictura (alagla 
va. tfiul paroBt) ^ trcMothar'a teloila (raaidlng vith ttaa fnily va. 
raaidlng at laaat 10 allaa aray), Za addiUoa, all partletpttlag faalllaa iMd 
at laaat oaa oblld batwaaa tba agaa of 6 and 12 7«u*8 old. Ttoaa age 
raatriotloaa vara fBdograd to Maura that tha targat dilld vaa old aaough to 
raad aad oosiilata papar and paaoil aaaauraa, but aot yat azparlairalBg tha 
^alopaaotal obaagaa aaaoolatad vith adolaaoanoa. 

Baoauaa thla prasaatatloa la a eaaa atudjr ef oaly al^t of tha 
^apaotlva 60 Uaek faalllaa to ba auplad* tba dmovaphlo teta llatad bara 
provlte a fltaaral daaorlptloa «^ Mly thaaa al^t fnlllM. ilo oooolualoBa or 
lofaraaoaa about tha dn(^aphle diaractarlstlos of tht raat of tha aaapla oan 
ba dratra trm thaaa dita, 

Tba aaaa aga of tha aothora of thaaa aight blaok faallaa vaa 34 yaara, 
rangiag frw 28 to 43 yaara old. Tba aduoatlon laval ef tha ■ethars varlad 
froa aoBM high aohool fOr two aothM'a to oollegs graduatloa for thrae aothara. 
All of tba fnlllaa waro ralatlvaly sail* froa ona faally with thraa 
oblldran« to flva faalllaa with oaly oaa child. T)w loocma raogad frco laaa 
tbaa $4,500 for oaa aiagla paraot faally to sora tbaa $34,500 f«* oaa dual 
paraat fraUy. Ovarall, tba partlolpaata were aoteataly aduoatad, 
lowar-Blddla olaas, youag blaok faalllaa wltb oaa to two obildraa. 

PrpQ^duraa. Tba faalllaa wara raoruited to tba fltu<l^ through m lafwaal 
raf arral oatwork eoaalatlag of looal blaok coosuolty laadara and partlelpaata 
la a pravlona atudjr by Vllaoa (1984). TIm flrat authta* aada tha laitlal 
talaphoaa ooataot with tba faalllaa. Tba laitlal latanrliw vaa ooaduetad la 
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Um fBBillM* hflBts la tli« •vcoiBg fagr tbm otooi^ •uttaM* (• wfalt* Mlt) And • 
Hmck, ttBdM*8radi»t« f«ul«« Tto ialtlal iat^rvitir laattd •pprojciMt«lj ab 
boor and oa^balf and waaiattd of « wiatar of bohsvloralt ao?.f-roport, tad 
d«B09>apble Mtauroa adfeiaiatortd ao^rataly to tbo tdults fegr tho aoooad 
•tttber aad to tho ehildroa bar n ttadorgraduBto rosearoii asalstaat. 

Four vidootapiog aoaaloas of tho faally** ovooiag aoals voro ooaplotod 
oitbor tiro tAaok aadorgroduato roaoarob aasistaata or tbo sooood autb«» aad a 
black UBdorgradttoto roaoarob oaalstaot. Tbo fOBilioa wore roqwatod to adbora 
to eortaia ruloa duriag tbo fllaing of tbo ovooiag aoaXo la «>dor to 
fadlitato fOaily lotoraotloa aad bIoIbIso latorruptleaa. Tbo ruloa voro: 
(1) BvoryoDo ia tbo boiaatfiold auat bo ia*oaont ot ovary fllaing. (2) Tbo 
foaily aaa llaitod to ooo roca irtiUo rilaijig. (3) So tolovlaioa or radio wt^ 
ba oporatlag during fllaing. (4) So fiesta at tbo boeI. (5) Brlofly aaavor 
inooaing talopbona oalla and ao outgoing tolopbona oalla.. (6) Bo talking to 
tbo roaaar^ aaalataota onoo tbo fllaing boglna. 

Baob fUaiag aaaalon vaa arrangad at tbo faaHy'a oonrraioneo, to 
ooinoldo witb tbolr nofval avoalag aoaltiao. Tbo flla aaaaloa laatad aa long 
aa It took tba faaily to aat tbalr Bael» gonarally 25 to 35 ainutoa. Tbo 
faailioa voro paid $125 for tbolr ooapletion of tbo inltlBl lotorvlov aaaaioB 
aad all four fllaing aaaaloaa. 

Pata Coding. For alx of tbo fas 11 lea, tba tailt of analyaia vaa a 15 
aoooBd intonrai, vbleb ia roforrod to aa a fraao. Tba otbor tMO faailioa vara 
oodod ualng a alz aoooad intonral as a fraao. Ttm data voro ooted in oa<± 
tiaa ft*aao by aooring tbo poraon vbo apoka firat, tbo poraon vbo apoko aaoond* 
aad ao on. For oaob faailyi at laaat 160 ft^aaoa voro oodad to oatabllA tho 
loioraetlonal pattarna aad funotional rolationabipa botaoon tbo adulta* 
ooBvaraatioB aad tbo ohild(roa)*a oonroraatioo. Tbo raliability of tbo oeding 
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Adttlt-ChUd Xotmetion PttUros - 9 
MM •aUblishcd Iqr iiaifls iiit«r Judge r«Ilabillty ef grMt«r tbaa .80. 



Tta« rMiilts v«r« eoaputod for oaoh family uaing • eootingenqr table 
•Belysls tfhleh le deoerited tgr Cistelleji (1979)* Za 8iiieril» o«ar tost 
•tstlstio is glTMi es: 

wtaoro f^^ Is the ooll Mqueooy of the Joint oocurreoeo of tlie i^ 
person vbo tslkod first snd the person wbo tslked ssooi^; np^^ is 
tbe totoX freauonoy of oon^eraatlon switobes. Tlie degrees of freedos ore Z 
(J-1). 

Beforo testing tbe other .'^potheses, the sssiaptioa of dependenoy of 
fMily intorsotlons vss te.ited for eaob fteily. Tbe null Igrpotbesis wbioh 
involved a test of iadependenM vss repeated st ligsificaiNte levels at Isast p 
< .0001. Tbe obi squsre values rsnged frOB 33.3 to 114.9. 

lext, tbe relstive frequecoy of es^ Bssber's ioteraetlon was oonsldored. 
Figure 1 addresses tbe adjusted frequenogr of Mob fasily anb«r*s interaction. 
Tvo patterns are observed in this figure. First, sdults talked nore 
freqiwntly than dsildren. Second* ranking tbe freqtwnoy f^OB tbe w>8t to tbe 
lesst, tbs follnfing order ef frequenoy oeeurs: (s) Bothers, (b) 
gran<teotbsrs, (o) fstbers, and (d) obildren. 

Finally, eontingenoy tables were ooaiputed whi^ ooBpsred tbe litoliteod 
of sdult-adult, adult^ebild, and ebild-ebild interaction patterns. Table i 
prasents tbe outooae i^ those oosputations. Several differast pstterns 
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Adiat-Cbll4 Zat«*«otloB Fiitttrflt * 10 
iMTi^ noQg Vh9 slgbt fnillM. Zb thm iliigl« ■dult-Miltlyla oblldrM 
tally uBlt, tiM ■otlim* imtlatsd iBt«raetleo asd rasROBM to lBt«r«otlen 
Mr* oTUa tbui aiqr of tli« chiXdrM. Alao* tk« ohildrM iaUraotad aer* wltt 
tlMlr Botbar tfaas Mong tli«Mlv«8. Zn oontrMt to this flltuotloat tifO 
diffaroat afljaaotrle aoBr«*aatloa pattoraa oootirrad la tlio oaltlpla adult-oaly 
ehlia ttmUj ualta. fte* faaUioa 5 aad 7« tiio olilld apoko flrat aad aaooad 
Bora oftoa tbaa altbar paraot; vbllo la faalliaa 4 aad 8, adulta aanraraad 
BM*a with *a<di otbor than viUi tha ablld. Tlia pattoraa of lataraetloa la 
faally 1 vara aqual. lo Uia two aulUpla adulta-aultlpla eiiUdran faaUy 
ualta, faalXy 2 oomraraad la thm ascpaotad pattara of adulta Intaraetlag aera 
vlth aaofa otbar than with Alldraa aad oblldraB lataraotlag vltti adulta aera 
than with aa<A othar. Faally 3 «>ii?«*8ad lo a araplataly iMaogaoaoua pattorn. 

Ovsrallf thraa Intaraotloaal pattoraa ir«*a ohaorvad (a) a hoaogaaaoua 
lataraetloa atyla In which all faally atobara lotaraetod at an aqual rata 
(faalliaa 1, 3» and 5); (h) a dyadlo aayMtrio lataraotlon pattara la wbloh 
two faally anbara Intcractad flrat and aaoond awa fraquantly than otbara 
(faalliaa 2, 4, and 8); and (a) a fOoal aayaMtrle lataraetloa pattara m 
which a faally anbar Intaraetad flrat and aaoond aora fraquantly than othara 
(faalliaa 6 aad 7). 



laaart Tahlo 1 about haro 

At flrat glaaoa» the euteoaa of tba eootlngaaoy table aaalyaoa ro^aaonta 
an array of ooavaraatlon pattaraa. Bewavar, eloaa aorutligr ravMla aavaral 
pattarna which are oonslataot with the lltaratura on the aoolallsatloa of 
ohlldroB. Of the aavaral aaysatrlo Intaraotloa pattaraa obaorrad, the oa* 
Imrolvlng tha alagla adult-aaltlpla ehUdran la tba aoat Intaraatlag. Zn tbla 
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Adult-Child ZBtmotiOB Pitt«rA0 • 11 
tmiXy, t)M ■othw l«d tbt opnramtlea mad vas tb« foctts of ooii?«*aitloD Kioh 
mof lyoQMaUy than aa^r of har ofaildraa. Ow a leag %lm parted, a A ogle 
adult with aavaral aloMOtary aohool ohUdran oould toooM hlgbly atrasatd bgr 
this ooaatast daaaiid f«* attaatioa. Otliar raaaardiara (B«th«<iii8toa, Cox, ft 
Cox, 1976; WAaa ahaa, Vadasafar, A Adalbarg, 1981} bar* alao dlaauasad tha 
potaatial lapaot of tbla atraasful fteUy altuatlon on ohildraa'a aoolal 
adjuataoat. Ttiagr Imto augfaatad tbat tba aingla aotiiar la ovanrlMlMd bgr tlia 
oliildraa*8 ooastant daaand fa* attaatioa aad ttaua oaa oaly r«apoi^ to 
oiilldraB'a laap^priata Mavl«*a. Zn additioa. tba eUldraa ara worm lilBaly 
to aaaiaa adult taaka a«S raapeaalbllltiaa baoauaa aot aaou^ adulta ara 
praaaot to taka oara of all tba faBlliai taanda (Laa, 1977)- 

Tba ottaar focal a^grBatrle Istaraotloa pattara Imrolvad a aultipla 
adult-oidy obild fmlly (fHlly 7)- Altliougb tlia cbllA vaa tlia Boat ft*aquaBt 
faally ooBForaationallat, tbla altuatlon la aora alailar to tba boaeganaoua 
iataraotion pattaraa (falllaa 1, 3> aad 5). A obUd vaa aqually aa llkaly aa 
an adult to apeak firat or aaeoad. Tba obUdCran) bad adaquata opportunity 
for adult attantlon. fiatbar tbaa aooial-Sza eblldrw tbrougb tba aaawr^^on of 
adult rolaa tbase Intaraotlon atylaa rafieot a aooialisatlon proMaa of 
abaplog. 

In tb^ dyadic aflyanatrlc istaraotloa altuatlon, adulta intaraotad 
prlaarlly with eech otbar. Altbou^ tb«*a vara aora adulta praaant, 
adult-ohUd Interaotlona ooourrad laaa fraqtwntly tban Klult-adult 
Intaraotlona. Chlldran Intaraotad aqually vitb alhllnga and adulta but tbalr 
total neuat of «aatloB tiaa iraa laaa tbaa tbat of tba adulta* 

Tbla atudy . ^oalatant vitb otbara tbat bava ooaaldarad tba reXa of 
axtaodad fMlly aaabara la oblldraarlng. Kartin and Martin (1978) ditouaaad 
tba additional raaouroaa vbieb tba astaadad f tally of farad tba dapandant 
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'Idult-Cbiatf iBtmoUoB Futtcrss - 12 
fmHf unit* Fmilj oaf t« which war* in • orlalB slttMUeB wold rely od th« 
•xtBDdtd tmilf tw diUdrMr&ag astistftaoe k^A otta«r ntm^al aupport. Ths 
•▼•llthllltj of u adtfltioBal •doit appsartd to bt th« aost laporUnt aid 
pro?ld«d* Bale (1982) indieatad that tha aothar'a aotbar took a auoh 
dlffaraat rola in Uaok fnUlaa than la whita famlllas. Tha hlaok 
graaikrathar vaa aora Ilkaly than bar whita ooaatar parts to liva ia cloaa 
proxlBity to h^ diuehtar*a fniiy of preoraation* to cara tor bar 
grandobildraa, and to iro?ifto fiaanoiaX aid to har teunhtar. 

This 8ti»^ iproriftoa furtbar aanport far oliaioal iatanrantioaa vbioh ara 
diraoted at davalopiog tba aoeial au^ort oatvorka of alngla aothara. A 
oruoiaX faot«* for aia^a Mtbara with miltlplo ohildraa is doraloplQg aad 
aaintainlog aupportiva ralationahipa with othar adulta. Aoothar factor that 
aagr help mitigate tha probl« of paraatal alonaaeaa ia tba praaaat of ao oldar 
dbild who could act aa a pai^t and a mpportiva adult. 

Soae liBitatioaa of this aitMSf abould be oooaitterad. First, a oaaa study 
approach vas aaployad teMuas it parmittad a praliaiBary asamiaatloo of sona 
of tha faetora thonct>t to ba ralavast to tba aooial iataraotioa pattarna of 
these fanlliea. Althoui^ it was iaportast to ooaaiitatr these data ia MHtor to 
gBMrate additiescU bypothaaea rai^rdiog tha aatura of aooial iataractiona 
within black faailieaf it would ba ioap^priate to geBerallze the fiadings 
bayood theae examplea. 

Second, the operaticNiallsation doainanoa in taraa of fraqtwa^ cf 
speaking vaa dons aa a firat atap towarda undarataodiBg tha aaay fboeta 
raievant to doaioanoa in social intaraotiona. In order to aoai^dar doainaMa 
Bore fully, wa will bare to aiaa.1twi the oontent ami the diraotioaality of tba 
ooBvarsatloDS aad tha iapact of atataaants oa the reeelvers. Those iaai»a 
ware not ranaiderad at tbia pralimininary ataga. Thia study did provide aeaa 
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AtfnXt-Cliild ZnttraotlOB FttUrss - 
lotarMting pattcpas vbleh wtre oonaistMt vitli tht fiodiBgs of tli« otiicr 
studies asd it furni^sd s fousdstioB from vbleh to do aors eoHplss sialjsss. 
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Figure 1 

Itean Adjusted Fre^er^y of 
Family Merr^r Interactions 
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Legend: 

M » rtother 

G « GrancAnother 

F = Father 

C » Children 
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